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� EU energy saving policy on 
buildings 

EPBD recast and low energy houses
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EPBD requirements�
� Offers holistic approach towards energy use in 

buildings

� Member States to fix and implement:

� Minimum energy performance standards for new and fo r 

existing buildings that undergo major renovation

� A methodology to calculate and rate the 

energy performance

� Energy performance certificates

� Regular inspections of heating and 
air-conditioning systems



17 February 2009 3

EPBD: State of implementation

• January 4, 2009 deadline for full implementation
• Majority of Member States declare full 

transposition
• Progress under evaluation, new infringements 

possible
• A number of advanced countries but also some 

lacking behind
• EPBD offers room for adapting to national 

circumstances
• A lot of variation in Member States

�
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Energy Performance Certificate�
Example for Member States’ room for maneuver:
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� Principles of existing requirements are kept – but i ntensified 
and clarified 

� Member States need to continue the implementation!

� Full respect of subsidiarity principle and of econo mic feasibility

� Ambitious but realistic requirements 

� Low administrative burden

� Integrated to National Efficiency Plans

� Gradual but speeded transition to stricter requirem ents

EPBD recast: Guiding principles�
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� Energy performance requirements for all new and 
existing (under major renovation) buildings 

� Alternative systems to be considered for all new 
buildings 

� Benchmarking of the requirements as set up by MS

� Financial support only for measures beyond cost-
optimal levels after 2014 

� Aligning of all MS with the cost-optimal levels aft er 2017

EPBD recast: Better Energy Performing 
Buildings

�
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Gradual path to next generation 
buildings

• Stepwise to low/zero energy and 
emissions buildings

• MS to draw national plans with definitions 
and targets (residential; non-residential; 
public)

• Plans to Commission by June 2011
• Commission establishes common 

principles and follows the progress; 
proposing new measures as needed
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� Certificates: reinforcement of their role and highe r quality 

� Increased visibility by their display:
in public and in frequently visited by public buildings above 250 m2

.. and when properties are advertised

� Introduction of an inspection ‘report’ for heating a nd air-
conditioning systems

� Quality monitoring of certificates and inspection r eports

� Member States required to provide more information to 
citizens 

� Public sector to act as a leading example

EPBD recast: Improved and more reliable 
information

�
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EPBD recast: What shall e.g. happen?�

Energy 
Class D

Energy 
Class D

Energy Performance 
Certificate
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WE NEED URGENT ACTION NOW

TO BOOST RENOVATIONS …
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